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Editors' Note:  
Warm greetings to all! 

We begin with a heartfelt expression of 
gratitude for your support and 
participation, which have been 
instrumental in shaping a fruitful 2023. On 
behalf of the AALA Student Committee (SC), 
we are thrilled to present the 8th issue of 
our In Conversation series. 

In this issue, we first summarized and 
reflected on the three webinars 
successfully conducted in the past year. In 
collaboration with ALTAANZ, our first 
webinar provided insights into honing 
publication skills from the perspectives of 
veteran journal editors in the field of 

language assessment. By July, the second 
webinar contributed to improving our 
student members’ research dissemination 
skills, focusing on conference writing skills. 
Our final webinar of the year centered on 
sharing job hunting skills and offering 
career and internship opportunities in Asia, 
based on our speakers’ previous 
experience. We then report on the AALA 
annual conference in 2023, including a 
conference coverage, and the annual 
networking sessions of AALA SC. In 
addition, winners of the Outstanding 
Dissertation Award and Best Student Paper 
Award were invited to share their 
experiences and reflections during their 
PhD journeys. Towards the concluding 
sections of this issue, we updated and 
presented an overview of the statistics of 
our student membership, showing the 
composition of the AALA student members. 

Looking towards the future, our ambition 
is to continue collaborating with each 
student member to enhance SC's mission. 
We would also like to thank the SC 
committee members, Chenyang Zhang, 
Sao Bui, Jungyeon (Christy) Koo, Teaka 
Sowaprux, and Qiyu Sun, for their 
contribution to our events in 2023. 

Best, 

Jason Jincheng Wu & Annie Chang Zhang 
(Co-editors) 
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AALA SC Webinars 
Publish or Perish: Perspectives from 
Journal Editors  

The webinar “Publish or Perish: 
Perspectives from Journal Editors” jointly 
organized by ALTAANZ and AALA was held 
on May 8th, 2023. The webinar attracted 
around 100 participants from all over the 
world. The event featured two 
experienced journal editors, Dr. Jason Fan 
and Dr. Qin Xie, who shared their 
knowledge and insights on publishing in 
academic journals. Dr. Fan, co-editor of 
Studies in Language Assessment (SiLA), 
introduced SiLA and provided valuable tips 
on manuscript preparation, handling 
conflicting comments from reviewers, and 
dealing with rejections. He also explained 
SiLA’s review process and why it is a good 
choice for publishing. Dr. Xie, associate 
editor of Language Assessment Quarterly 
(LAQ) and The Journal of Asia TEFL (JATEFL), 
introduced the two journals' scopes and 
submission processes, and discussed the 
differences between major and minor 
revisions and how to address reviewers’ 
comments. 

During the Q&A session, participants had 
the opportunity to ask the editors 
questions on topics such as informing 
reviewers about changes made to 
manuscripts and the typical timeframes for 
receiving feedback. Over eighty attendees 
gained valuable insights into the publishing 
process and learned how to increase their 
chances of getting published in academic 
journals. Overall, the webinar provided an 
excellent opportunity for academics to 
interact with journal editors and receive 
practical advice on publishing their work. 

 

Approaches to Excelling in Conference 
Presentations: Peer's Perspectives 

On July 25th, 2023, the AALA Student 
Committee webinar team (Annie Zhang, 
Jincheng Wu, Chenyang Zhang, Qiyu Sun, 
Jungyeon (Christy) Koo) hosted a webinar 
on preparing conference presentations. Dr 
Sha Liu (University of Bristol) and Dr Dylan 
Burton (University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign) shared their approaches to 
excelling in conference presentations. Dr. 
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Sha Liu expressed her viewpoints about (a) 
how to build a paper presentation within 
time constraints, (b) how to prepare the 
slides, such as coherence, simplicity, and 
consistency, and (c) how to effectively 
answer the questions from audiences 
when meeting others’ challengings. From a 
different angle, Dr Dylan Burton shares his 
perspectives regarding three points: (a) 
approaches to organising conference 
presentation content in a logical manner, 
(b) methods for practising the conference 
presentation, and (c) strategies for 
overcoming anxiety and stage fright. 
Participants praised the webinar, finding it 
extremely beneficial for enhancing their 
future conference presentations when 
receiving tips on the preparation of the 
slides, strategies for responding to the 
audience feedback, techniques for 
organising presentation content, and 
methods for a conference presentation 
rehearsal. 

 

Career Opportunities for Ph.D. Students in 
Language Testing and Assessment 

The webinar, entitled "Career 
Opportunities for Ph.D. Students in 
Language Testing and Assessment," took 
place online via Zoom on January 6, 2024. 
The event featured two distinguished 
speakers, Dr. Thuy Thai and Dr. Sally Chen. 
Dr. Thuy Thai, formerly a language test 
developer and researcher in Vietnam, is 
currently a lecturer of EAP at the University 
of Leeds, UK. Meanwhile, Dr. Sally Chen 
serves as a researcher in the Testing 
Editorial Department at the Language 
Training and Testing Center and holds the 
position of adjunct assistant professor at 
National Taiwan University. 

During the webinar, both speakers 
provided insights into their career paths, 

offering a brief overview of various roles 
within language testing and assessment 
professions. They discussed their personal 
experiences in job hunting within the UK 
and Taiwan’s contexts, recommended 
essential skills and training for graduate 
students aiming to excel in the field, and 
provided valuable advice on the job 
application process, including job 
searching, CV writing, interview 
preparation, and other critical steps. 

Additionally, Dr. Sally Chen introduced 
some relevant job opportunities of 
different strands (assessment, research, 
and teaching) at LTTC. Following their 
presentations, the speakers engaged with 
the audience, addressing several questions 
on the suggested timeline for job hunting 
and further information on salary and 
other job benefits. 
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AALA 2023 Conference Coverage 
AALA 2023 held in Tokyo, Japan 

The 9th Annual Conference of the Asian 
Association for Language Assessment was 
hosted on September 3-4 by Eiken 
Foundation of Japan in Tokyo, Japan. The 
conference theme this year is “Assessing 
language proficiency: Challenges and 
trends in the new era,” featuring the use of 
innovative technology to facilitate 
language assessment in the new era, as 
well as the localized/glocalized assessment 
practices. 

Before the main conference, there were 
three pre-conference workshops on 
September 2. Two workshops talked about 
the assessment development, with one 
focusing on the use of LLMs for generating 
assessment content and items, and the 
other creating L2 speaking assessment for 
learning in classroom settings. Centering 
on statical methods for language 
assessment, the other workshop 
introduced Linear Mixed Effect Models and 
their applications in language assessment 
research. 

The main conference consisted of 1 
keynote speech, 3 plenary speeches, 3 
symposiums, 1 AALA student networking 
session, 32 paper presentations, and 10 
poster presentations. The conference 
opened with Fumiyo Nakatsuhara’s 
keynote speech, “Transforming English 
educational systems: Speaking 

assessments in educational contexts.” 
Following the keynote speech, 12 paper 
presentations were delivered in the 
morning. AALA Student Committee 
Networking session was held during the 
lunch time. In the afternoon, there was one 
symposium, talking about validation 
studies from the vocabulary perspective, 
and poster presentations. The first 
conference day ended with a plenary 
speech delivered by Gary Ockey on L2 oral 
communication assessments.  

On the second day of the conference, 
Jessica Wu made a plenary speech on the 
development of language tests in the past 
decades in Taiwan in the morning, 
followed by parallel paper presentations. 
Symposiums on real-world language 
assessment claims, and on assessing young 
learners were held in the afternoon, with 
parallel paper presentations in between 
the symposiums. The conference was 
closed after Vahid Aryadoust’s plenary 
speech on the influence of the science of 
learning and generative AI on language 
assessment.  

Overall, it was a fruitful and successful 
conference, offering opportunities for 
language testing researchers, practitioners, 
and relevant stakeholders in Asia and all 
over the world to engage in the discussion 
of the effects of “innovative technologies” 
on language assessments.  

 

Student Networking Session 

During AALA 2023 conference, the AALA 
Student Committee held an online student 
networking session with the theme 
“Surviving your Ph.D. degree: Negotiations 
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with your supervisor and writing up the 
thesis” on September 3.  

The event invited two speakers, Dr. Maria 
Treadaway and Dr. Juan Zeng, who have 
both received prestigious dissertation 
awards for their doctoral theses. The two 
speakers shared their invaluable 
experiences and insights gained 
throughout their Ph.D. journeys. Dr. Maria 
Treadaway, who was the winner of the 
Jacqueline Ross TOEFL dissertation award, 
shared her strategies of negotiating with 
her supervisor. She also offered invaluable 
advice for the audience who had just 
started their Ph.D. study. Dr. Juan Zeng, 
who won the 2022 AALA Distinguished 

Dissertation Award, shared her experience 
of completing her dissertation. She advised 
that health and academic literacy are 
equally important for Ph.D. study.  

Students from the Chinese Mainland, 
Macau, Hong Kong, India, Vietnam, and 
Malaysia enthusiastically registered and 
actively participated in the networking 
session. During the discussion section, 

participants could turn on their 
microphones to directly communicate with 
the speakers, seeking guidance on their 
Ph.D. studies and advice on identifying 
worthwhile research topics. Overall, this 
networking session proved to be an 
invaluable opportunity for student 
members, particularly those who are new 
to their Ph.D. journeys, to interact with 
Ph.D. graduates who have made significant 
contributions to their respective fields. 

 

Words from the 2023 Best Student Paper 
Award winner – Shishi Zhang 

Hello, fellow graduate students at AALA. I 
am Shishi Zhang, currently a PhD Candidate 
at IoE, UCL’s Faculty of Education and 
Society, University College London. My 
supervisors are Dr. Talia Isaacs and Prof. Li 
Wei. My research interests include 
assessing speaking, second language (L2) 
pragmatics, intercultural pragmatics, 
intercultural communication, the use of 
advanced technologies in test 
development. It’s really a great honour to 
have received the AALA 2023 Best Student 
Paper Award and attending the conference 
at Tokyo last September was really a great 
learning experience for me. AALA 2023 
actually was the third time I presented at 
the annual conference. I also presented at 
AALA 2021 online and AALA 2018 in 
Shanghai, China.  

The paper presented at AALA 2023, 
entitled “Assessing second language 
pragmatic competence for intercultural 
communication in the academic domain: 
Needs analysis from pre-sessional 
documents and stakeholders”, was based 
on the initial two stages of my PhD project. 
In this paper, I conceptualised L2 pragmatic 
competence by combining the meaning-
oriented approach of L2 pragmatics 
(Purpura, 2004, 2017) and intercultural 



 6 

pragmatics (e.g., Kecskes, 2014; 
McConachy & Liddicoat, 2016). The 
designed assessment specifically target UK 
pre-sessional students. To fully address 
pre-sessional students’ learning needs 
regarding pragmatic competence, I 
collected and looked at 115 curriculum and 
assessment documents from 7 pre-
sessional programmes at universities 
across England and Scotland; I also chatted 
via online interviews with 16 pre-sessional 
directors/instructors from 12 universities 
and 8 pre-sessional students from 6 
universities. Findings from the needs 
analysis provided me with a panorama 
view of current UK pre-sessional 
programmes, identified pragmatics-
relevant academic scenarios, and helped 
zoom in on the pragmatics-relevant skills I 
should target in the designed assessment. 
I’m currently at the stage of finalising the 
assessment for field testing.  

To me, the PhD journey has been filled with 
ups and downs and downs and downs and 
then occasionally some ups. There has 
been countless “going back to the drawing 
board” moments of reconceptualising and 
redesigning, like the theoretical framework 
of L2 pragmatic competence, the research 
stages and the relevant methodology and 
methods. However, painful as it may sound, 
I have gained hugely from having to read 
widely to find ideas and solutions. In this 
process, I’m grateful to my supervisors for 
firmly believing in me, guiding me and 
brainstorming solutions with me.  

The product is important, and yet the 
process counts even more. This PhD 
journey has been such fun! :-D 
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Membership Statistics 
Table 1. Student Membership by Year 
(Updated on Dec. 31th, 2023) 

Year New Student Members 

2014 17 

2015 24 

2016 21 

2017 13 

2018 26 

2019 15 

2020 34 

2021 27 

2022 47 

2023 26 

Total 250 

 

Table 2. Current Student Membership by 
Country/Region (Updated on December 
31th, 2023) 

Country/Region 2022 2023 

India 50 56 

China's Mainland 33 37 

UK 18 19 

Australia 17 17 

Thailand 11 17 

USA 17 17 

Japan 10 15 

Vietnam 12 12 

South Korea 9 9 

Hong Kong SAR 8 8 

Country/Region 2022 2023 

Macao SAR 7 7 

Canada 4 6 

Indonesia 5 5 

Singapore 3 4 

Malaysia 3 3 

Iran 2 2 

Nepal 2 2 

Philippines 2 2 

Algeria 1 1 

Bangladesh 1 1 

Finland 0 1 

Hungary 1 1 

Ireland 1 1 

New Zealand 1 1 

Pakistan 1 1 

Portugal 1 1 

Sri Lanka 1 1 

Taiwan 1 1 

Turkey 1 1 

Uzbekistan 1 1 

Total 224 250 

 

AALA Founding Members (in 
alphabetical order)  

He, Lianzhen (Zhejiang University)  
Imao, Yasu (Osaka University)  
Jin, Yan (Shanghai Jiao Tong University)  
Kunnan, Antony John (University of Macau)  
Lee, Yong-Won (Seoul National University)  
Lee, Young-Shik (Hannam University)  
Qian, David (Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University)  
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Sawaki, Yasuyo (Waseda University)  
Wu, Jessica Row-Whei (Language Training 
and Testing Center)  

AALA Executive Board (2022-2024)  

President  
Jirada Wudthayagorn  
(Chulalongkorn University) 
Co-President  
Thi Ngoc Quynh Nguyen (VNU University of 
Languages and International Studies) 
1st Vice President  
Yasuyo Sawaki (Waseda University) 
2nd Vice President  
Jason Fan (The University of Melbourne) 
Immediate Past President  
Yan Jin (Shanghai Jiao Tong University)   
Secretary 
Cecilia Guanfang Zhao (University of Macau) 
Communications Officer  
Yasuhiro Imao (Osaka University)  
Members at Large  
Qin Xie (The Education University of Hong 
Kong) 
Vahid Aryadoust (NIE) 
Rie Koizumi (Seisen University) 

 

AALA Student Committee (2023)  

Advisors  
Jason Fan (The University of Melbourne) 
Qin Xie (The Education University of Hong 
Kong) 
Co-chairs  
Jincheng Wu (University of Macau) 
Chang Zhang  
(The Education University of Hong Kong) 
Immediate Past Co-chairs 
Phuong Cao (Victoria University of 
Wellington) 
Niles Zhao (The University of Melbourne) 
Secretary 

Chenyang Zhang (The University of 
Melbourne) 
Public Relations Officer 
Shengkai Yin (Shanghai Jiao Tong University/ 
The University of Melbourne) 
Committee Members 
Nirajana Bardhan (The English and Foreign 
Languages University, Hyderabad) 
Sao Bui (The University of Melbourne) 
Nikita Goel (The English and Foreign 
Languages University, Hyderabad) 
Jungyeon Koo (Seoul National University) 
Teaka Sowaprux (Chulalongkorn University) 
Qiyu Sun (Shanghai Jiao Tong University) 

Committee Contact Information  

AALA Website: 
http://www.aalawebsite.com/  
AALA SC Email: aalastudent@hotmail.com  
Register to be a member:  
https://www.aalawebsite.com/contact  
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